New Zealand  Day 3
After breakfast, we started our drive to Rotorua along a lovely rural route where we saw lots of cows, calves, sheep, lambs, deer and a goat.  

Our first stop was the town of Otorohanga (all of the town names are Maori), a quaint little “one-horse” town where we had coffee, walked around and then had lunch at the local establishment.  ‘Nuff said on that subject.

Next stop was the Kiwi and bird sanctuary where we walked through to see many birds native to New Zealand and nowhere else.  There was even a tuatara, a species unto itself and a throwback to the dinosaurs.  Tuatara are found no where but New Zealand.  This particular creature – small – was hiding, so we didn’t get to see him. But we saw one on our last trip.  Tuataras sort of resemble small iguana or gila monsters or lizards of other species.

We arrived at our next B&B, the Waiteti Lakeside Lodge.  Literally, if you don’t stop, the next “stop” is the lake.  If it weren’t for the rain, the vista here would be spectacular.  There’s a volcano one can fly over via a small sea plane or helicopter.  Both are available but we’ll not be booking either.  You can fish here as well.  

This is a wonderful B&B.  The proprietors are exceptionally nice folks and the lodge is magnificent.  Wood paneling, comfortable surroundings and rooms that are more suites than rooms.  We and our guide are the only ones staying here, so we had our choice of rooms.  Ours came with a porch as a sitting room as well as a very spacious bathroom complete with all the amenities. 

Dinner last night was at a steakhouse called “Mac’s”.  We once again had some more mussels and a great filet.  Since it was possible to bring your own wine, Jeff went next door to the wine shop, and bought a bottle of wine which we all shared.  It was a nice New Zealand Pinot Noir.

